The Challenger Division of Little League is a program for mentally and physically challenged youth, helping them to enjoy

the full benefits of Little League participation in an athletic environment structured to their abilities. More than the skills of
baseball learned through the experience, the value of the Little League Challenger Division is found in the proven therapeutic
and socialization benefits of participating in sports, the strengthening of participants’ self-esteem, the opportunities to
mainstream into other divisions of play, and the disciplines of teamwork, sportsmanship and fair play, which are hallmarks of
the Little League program. The Little League Challenger Division provides the framework so Little League programs may offer
a structured, athletic activity for all youth in their communities. Playing with the same equipment on the same fields, Challenger
Division participants have the opportunity to experience the joys of pulling together as a team, being cheered, and earning

awards for their achievements.
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What is the Challenger program?
The Challenger Division offers
boys and girls with physical and
mental challenges, ages 5 to 18
(or the completion of high school),
the opportunity to participate in
an organized game of baseball.
The most fundamental goal of
the Challenger Division is to give
everyone a chance to play.

How does my league start a
Challenger program? Individuals
interested in starting a Challenger
program in their community, should
contact Sam Ranck, Director of the
Challenger Division at Little League
International. Locally, individuals
should contact the Director of Special
Education in the school district and
find out how many children are
enrolled in classes. Some other
good resources are the local me
health community service as we

any parent support groups in
community.

What additional equipme
league need to operate
program? No addition
necessary. Each indivi
use his or her own eg
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of Little League.

have the option to adjust equipment
to accommodate individual challenges,
such as using a lighter and smaller

bat for children who cannot use an
aluminum or'wooden bat.

/
Do Challenger games have to be
played Ia special field? No, a

special field is not necessary to
operate a Challenger program.
Challenger games are played on a
standard Little League field. However,
some communities choose to buil
wheelchair-friendly synthetic fields

specifically for the Challenger program.
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For more information about establishing a Challenger Division contact:

Sam Ranck, League Development Manager

O

570-326-1921 ext. 254
sranck@lLittleLeague.org

O

539 U.S. Route 15 Highway ® P.O. Box 3485 ® Williamsport, PA 17701-0485 e 570-326-1921 ® www.LittleLeague.org
Friend us: www.facebook.com/LittleLeagueChallenger ® Follow us: www.twitter.com/LLBChallenger



http://www.littleleague.org/Learn_More/About_Our_Organization/divisions/challenger.htm



